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Ohio Context 
Ohio has a distinct urban influence. 

• 11.5 million residents 
• 7th most populous state in the nation 
• More than half of Ohio residents live in 10 of the 88 counties 

Ohio has an important rural influence.
• 32% of Ohio counties are part of the 13 state Appalachian Regional Commission. 
• Rural Ohio is home to more than 75,000 farms across nearly 14 million acres. 
• 31% of Ohio is forested according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. 

Ohio has unique urban-suburban-rural connections. 
• Various indicators demonstrate a dynamic flow of people and other resources

throughout all geographic areas along the urban and rural continuum. 

Strengthening cities and urban-rural connections, strengthens Ohio. 

https://www.arc.gov/appalachian_region/Ohio.asp
http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/


What’s Unique About
Urban Context? 

• Scale 
• Population Density/Ratios 

• Diversity 
• Broadly Illustrated 

• Complexity 
• Jurisdictions, Organizations, Issues 

• 
• Create Awareness 
• Initiate Connections 
• Foster Relationships 
• Advance Trusted Partnerships 

Urban-Rural Interface (physical, legal, functional/economic, cultural, environmental) 



114,61 5, 10 4 13 39 

Cleveland 135,812 11 4 37 39 

Cinic1innati 816,684 12 1,11 8 7 3 20 38 

Akron 541 ,918 14,153 5 2 13 39 

Dayton 532,331 24,498 5 2 17 36 

Tol,edlo 429,899 18,472 4 2 4 37 

Hamilton 382,378 -21 ,995 4 2 7 37 

Can1ton 371 ,574 -6 ,235 4 2 4 35 

Lorai1n 309,461 30,438 3 1 9 34 

Mason 232,173 -15,715 2 1 7 32 

Mentor 230,51 4 -1 8,579 2 1 9 35 

Youngstown 229,642 153 2 1 4 35 

Mi1lford 205,466 -33,476 2 1 2 30 

De laware 204,826 -15,255 2 1 5 35 

Trumbull Warren 198,627 -9,4 15 2 1 7 33 

Top 15, County total 7 ,239,650 (62.4%) 65 (65%) 28 (84.,8%) 
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April 26, 1988 April 28, 1988 

Extension in Big Cities 
SL Paul, Minnesota 

The Extension in Big Cities Conference. which was approved by the North 
Central Region Extension Directors, would become the National Urban 

Extension Conference. 
More information here: http://goo.gl/QzcFcl 
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Ohio’s Urban Extension History 
Year Event 

1976 Ohio’s Urban Agents Committee formed 
1981 First conference for Ohio urban Extension 
1986 Recommendations to hire specific urban staff 
1995 New state staff positions added in Ohio 
2000 Ohio shifts urban Extension personnel strategy (state staff positions phased out; district 

level urban specialist position created) 
2007 Creation of volunteer lead Urban/Metro Advisory Team (UMAT) 
2010 Creation of a 25% appointment for UMAT leader position 
2014 Creation of urban program leader position (50% appointment) 

OSU Extension in the City created 
2015 National Urban Extension Leaders (NUEL) formed 



OSU Extension In The City 
Ohio State Umversity Extension 
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WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
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OSU Extension in the City 
cityextension.osu.edu 
Align, Integrate, Leverage 
• Across Program Areas, College, University, Community 
Communicate 
• Weekly Blog 
Invest 
• Large County Leadership + 
Aim 
• Relevant Locally, Responsive Statewide, Recognized Nationally 

https://cityextension.osu.edu


V I SION 

The Ohio State University is the model 21st-century public, land grant, researce ommun ity engaged institution. 

College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 

Rural Urban Interface 

College and University Context 
University 

College 



NATIONAL URBANEX1 .... 

Is the urban-rural divide a real 
chasm or a false dichotomy? 

College and University Context
Convergence & Co-Discovery 
Jeff Sharp – Director and professor,
School of Environment and Natural Resources 
Projects in Urban Environmental Systems 

Elena Irwin – Professor of environmental economics 
in the Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and 
Development Economics and faculty director of the 
Sustainability Institute 

http://aede.osu.edu/
https://aede.osu.edu/our-people/si.osu.edu


URBA LA DSCAPE PEST 
MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP 

Sponsored by: Ohio State University Extension 
and Ohio Department of Agr iculture 

September 11. 2019 
Do urban greenscape management 
practices impact pollinator efficiency and 
community structure? (MASTER'S) 
Ma l isa Spring , Entomology 

Urban Ecology 

STANLEY GEHRT 

gehrt.1@osu.edu 

Professor & Wildlife Extension Specialist 
School of Environment and Natura l 

Resources 

Columbus 

Office Phone: 614-292-1930 

Topic: Urban Ecology 
Urban ecology of mammals, and the 

implications for anthropogenic effects on 

population dynamics of wildlife; Behavioral 

ecology of carn ivores, with a special 
emphasis on intragu ild relationships 
between mesopredators; Emerging 

infect ious diseases in wildlife, particular ly 

the interaction between landscape 
characteristics, host population dynamics, 
and pa rasite prevalence 

Q&A with Dr. Ryan J. Winston 
NOV. 21, 2018 

Ry1m J . Winston is ,n A~~is tant Pro fessor 

in the Depa rtments ofFood,Aoricultu ral, 

and Biolo,;;iicel Enoineeri n,;;i nnd Civi l, 

Environmente l, andGeodetic Enoineerin,;;i 
attheOhioStateUn iversity. Winston 
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Urban Soils and Ecosystem Services: Assessment and 
Restoration 

ENR 5279 
A comprehensive study focused on assessment and restoration of urban soil to provide essential ecosystem 

services. Urban soi l laboratory provides hands-on experience w ith soi l assessment and restoration. 

aquatic end terre~trial ecolo,;;iy, ecosy~tem ~er.ices, public health, nnd policy 

College and University Context
Convergence & Co-Discovery 
Brian Roe – Van Buren Professor in the 
Department of Agricultural, Environmental
and Development Economics 

Mark Partridge – C. William Swank Chair of Rural-Urban 
Policy at The Ohio State University and a Professor in the 
AED Economics Department 

More 



~ National 
Framework for 
Urban Extension 

A Report from the 
National Urban Extension Leaders 

Decem ber 20 15 (Onoin• Report, September 2015) 
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National Urban 
Extension Initiative: 
Implementation Plan 

Presented by the 
National Urban Extension Leaders 

Approved by 
Extension Committee on Organization & Policy 
April 2019 

NATIONAL 

N IFA 
USDA United States Department of Agriculture 
= National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

Urban Extension Vl.l 

1111 r~~~z~OF 
UNIVERSITIES 

~ 
Issues • Innovation • Impact 

Extension Committee on Organization and Policy (ECOP) A Part of the Cooperative Extension System 

National Context 
National Urban Extension Leaders (NUEL)
Framework, Implementation Plan, Action Teams, Regional Caucuses 

Positioning 
Programs 
Personnel 
Partnerships 



URBAN 
COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
COALITION 

BROOKINGS 
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NEW 

• URBAN 

~ AGENDA 
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Community Context 
What Matters to Metros 
League of Cities 
NACo LUUC, Large Urban County Caucus 



Case Study Snapshots 
• Positioning 
• Programs 
• Personnel 
• Partnerships 

• Current State 
• Future State 
• Space in Between 



I I I I 

County Capacity Data
Ratio to # of residents 

County City Population Employees 4-H Youth 4-H Volunteers SNAP-Ed EFNEP MGV 

Franklin Columbus 1,310,300 25 9,313 450 18,425 422 145 

Cuyahoga Cleveland 1,243,857 23 10,485 260 5,824 1,364 194 

Hamilton Cincinnati 816,684 11 713 25 2,609 1,607 107 

Summit Akron 541,918 7 3,078 115 5,256 1,385 132 

Montgomery Dayton 532,331 13 2,753 278 9,392 1,538 

Lucas Toledo 429,899 11 1,837 156 10,032 715 

91 

185 

Sampling of data collected May 2019. 
SNAP-Ed and EFNEP are community nutrition programs 
MGV = Master Gardener Volunteers 



Locally 

Responsive 
Statewide 

Recogn ized 
!Nationally 

Awareness 
Relevance 

Access ibility 
Impact 

Capacity 
Al ignment 

Connection 
Capac ity 

Strategic Approach
Options & Priorities for Extension to address Ohio’s urban influence 
Jan 28-29, 2020 

Scale, Diversity, Complexity, Urban-Rural 



Options & Priorities URBAN UNIVERS IT IES 
+ THR IIVI ING COM IMUNIITIES 

JANUARY 28 . 2020 
O H i UN I ON 

C LU MB U S, OHIO 
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co l lective ef' o rt s to111;:ir stre gt en rng a nd sustal Ing vlbrnnt , I cl s rve commu ltles. 
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What’s Ahead 



What’s Ahead 

URBAN EXTENSION 2020-2025 SUMMIT 
Strengthening Cities and Urban-Rural Connections, Strengthens Ohio 

January 29, 2020 
Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center 

Columbus, OH 



What’s 
Next 



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 

Ohio State = One University 
College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) 

We Sustain Life 

Extension Vision 
Ohioans have the knowledge and resources they need 

to actively engage in creating conditions in which they thrive. 

Mission 
We create opportunities for people to explore how science-based knowledge 

can improve social, economic, and environmental conditions. 

Julie Fox • fox.264@osu.edu • cityextension.osu.edu 

https://cityextension.osu.edu
mailto:fox.264@osu.edu
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