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Introductions
National Urban Extension Leaders (NUEL)
Today’s Representatives

• Travis Burke, North Carolina State University
• Deno De Ciantis, Penn Sate University
• Julie Fox, The Ohio State University
• Patrick Proden, Oregon State University
• Jody Squires, University of Missouri



Session Agenda
• Extension’s Role – Examples

• What’s unique about the city 
and why it’s important as an 
CES, public policy example (s)

• Deliberative Dialogue
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Urban Extension now a Top ECOP Priority

• Advocate and advance the 
strategic importance and long-term value 
of urban Extension by being: 
• relevant locally.
• responsive statewide.
• recognized nationally.
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http://www.aplu.org/members/commissions/food-environment-and-renewable-resources/CFERR_Library/ecop-goals/file



Why is it important for 
Extension programs & 

personnel to be well versed 
in how to inform public policy 

and advocacy? 



Video Message



What’s unique about cities?
Complexity
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Multi-juristictional Learning garden that demonstrates storm water control and water conservation along with a rain harvesting system



What’s unique about cities?
Demographics
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NuIn the urban center, even though its growth is providing jobs and economic growth, a large percentage of the population is still living at or below the poverty levelmber of people, diverse factors



What’s unique about cities?
Urban-Suburban-Rural Interdependencies
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Travis; NC - Collaborative and work between local municipalitiesNC has 80 different commodity groups



The Unique Role of 
Extension

in our Largest Cities

A Few Examples



Food Deserts … Community Gardens
Extension’s role & unique skills
• Ag Expertise: city factors
• Community Convener:

• diverse audience
• multi-jurisdictional

Deliberation invokes dialogue
• The voice of residents
• Learn from CES traditions
Impact
• Improved community cohesiveness 

and capacity
• Decreased crime

The University of Kentucky
Louisville, KY
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Relevant Locally, Responsive Statewide, Recognized Nationally Parkland Community Garden opens up eyes of opportunityLouisville’s West End food desert meets bounty with growth of community garden.    Extension’s roleWorking with several partners—Louisville Metro Councilwoman Attica Scott, the University of Louisville, Department of Economic Growth and Innovation and the Health Department, Extension with the help of community residents and volunteers, transformed the area into a community garden.   Deliberation invokes dialogueThe Parkland neighborhood in Louisville’s West End is in a food desert, where residents lack access to fresh produce. The crime rate is high and neighbors rarely come together to work on improvement projects. Since that time, Extension has used their expertise in agriculture and natural resources Agent to help them be successful.  Importantly, building community capacity and voice has increased is cohesiveness of the community and decreased crime in the neighborhood. �Unique knowledge and skills usedPlatform of expertise in the agriculture and natural resource field, community building and convening of stakeholders and interaction in partnership with local decision makers and community as a whole.  In urban areas, what does it mean to help inform policy? What is similar with rural? What is unique?  Learning from the traditions of the CES and its historical roots in agriculture, Extension has been able to bring this expertise to urban areas and work with multi-jurisdictional partners has been able to play a role in transforming communities as it works hand in hand with policy and decision makers.   



Public Health … Citizen Voices
Extension’s role & unique skills
• Working with volunteers (diversity)
• Community engagement expertise 

(number of citizens and their values)
Deliberation invokes dialogue
• To address a key issue, Extension 

guided a forum of concerned citizens 
and representatives from six 
organizations 

Oregon State University
Portland, OR

Impact
• Increased the level of an informed, active and publically involved community
• Demonstrated the value of voice and agency in working to solve  

community based issues with decision makers  
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Relevant Locally, Responsive Statewide, Recognized Nationally Extension’s roleOSU Extension, coordinates the volunteer-driven Citizen Participation Organizations (CPO) in neutral, fact-based community engagement on land use, livability and public policy.Deliberation invokes dialogueIn response to a range of community concerns, a volunteer CPO leader convened representatives from Port of Portland, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, Oregon Health Authority, Washington County Health and Human Services, Oregon Aviation Watch, and the Oregon Pilots Association. The speakers addressed public health risk factors, current air quality monitoring, and non-leaded aviation gas alternatives and timelines. Extension CPO staff guided the forum’s educational structure, used interactive technology to engage the audience, ensured accommodations were made for a hearing-impaired individual’s participation, and posted a presentation that has been shared 172 times. Unique knowledge and skills usedThe CPO Program led by OSU Extension staff increases the level of an informed, active  and publically involved community, provides quality engagement opportunities on important topics for multiple levels of government, and gives citizens, officials, and leaders a better understanding of what communities feel and experience.   In urban areas, what does it mean to help inform policy? What is similar with rural? What is unique?Issues addressed in this urban interface helped identify there is no safe level of lead exposure and further helped identify leaded aviation fuel concerns being targeted for replacement by federal agencies. This not only helps the urban communities, but became a great example to surrounding rural communities to mobilize and gather voice and agency in working to solve community based issues with decision makers.  



Additional Examples
Financial Literacy: Purdue
• Educational opportunity in partnership with 

congressman arose as a direct result of Extension 
educator’s involvement in PILD 2015.

Sustainable Living: North Carolina 
• Innovative approach to program delivery
• Creative funding for personnel (shared salary 

structure with city municipalities and county 
government)

• Constant communication 
• Highly visible and strategic Extension programming 
Urban Policy
• Regional Approach: The Western Center for 

Metropolitan Extension and Research (WCMER) 
developed Extension as Urban Policy Advisors 
workshop

North Carolina State University
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Relevant Locally, Responsive Statewide, Recognized Nationally Congressman Andre' Carson's Constituents Learn Financial LiteracyOpportunity arose as a direct result of Extension educator’s involvement in PILD 2015.Extension’s rolePurdue University partnered with the office of Congressman Andre' Carson to present a financial literacy workshop to constituents.Deliberation invokes dialogueThe workshop’s primary focus was on credit building, and program participants participated in an online credit score quiz prompting discussion on how to repair, build, and maintain one's personal credit score. Other conversation took place around creating SMART goals, tracking expenses, finding spending "leaks", and developing a spending plan, all central issues identified by constituents in community.Unique knowledge and skills usedPriorities of Congressman is increasing Hoosier resident financial literacy was also an area of strength for Purdue Extension to deliver upon that led to the collaboration that concluded with Purdue Extension-Marion County partnering with Congressman Carson’s office to offer a credit building workshop five months later. In urban areas, what does it mean to help inform policy? What is similar with rural? What is unique?The experience illustrates how Extension can meet public policy demands in urban and rural and how an opportunity to attend PILD opened up doors to connect and develop deeper relationships with a decision maker prompting the legislator to tap into the skills, knowledge and expertise of Extension for the benefit of citizens.   



Video Message
Storm water management

Penn State Univ., Pittsburgh



Let’s Talk

Deliberative Dialogue



Deliberative Dialogue

Are there other examples where you 
have had success with local, state, 

federal decision makers in informing or 
changing policy? 

What worked when addressing key 
issues and related public policy?



Deliberative Dialogue

How can 
rural, suburban, and urban connections 
be made to support one another in this 

body of work?



Deliberative Dialogue

What priorities should the 
CES consider with this agenda to 

continue to move it forward?



From Planning to Action

http://cityextension.osu.edu/NUEL_meeting
http://www.nuelaction.org

• NUEL Bi-Annual Meeting
May 23 – 26, 2016 Columbus, OH

• May 23, 2016 Pre-meeting 
Policy Workshop

• May 24-25, 2016  Meeting
Campus, Downtown, Neighborhoods

• May 26, 2016 Morning City Tour

http://cityextension.osu.edu/NUEL_meeting
http://www.nuelaction.org/
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What can we do together?

What’s Next?
nuelaction.org
Patrick.Proden@oregonstate.edu
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